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were of the very same kind as those the world enjoys at the •{** ent day."    And Professor Huxley held very similar views V* he declared: " If the very small differences which are obsorv'/t ' between the crocodiles of the older Secondary formations    |l those of the present day furnish any sort of an approxinut*'1 towards an estimate of the average rate of change among   i*4'1 tiles, it is almost appalling to reflect how far back in Pala<o^r'< times we must go before we can hope to arrive at that com**1' stock from which the crocodiles, lizards, Ornithoscelida,    *** Plesiosauria, which had attained so great a development in    * Triassic epoch, must have been derived."
Now, in opposition to these demands of the geologists, in wl*li they are almost unanimous, the most celebrated physicists, al*^ full consideration of all possible sources of the heat of the and knowing the rate at which it is now expending heat, duc with complete conviction, that our sun cannot have existed heat-giving body for so long a period, and they would thcrvF**1 reduce the time during which life can possibly have existt'<l *1 the earth to about one-fourth of that demanded by In one of his latest articles, Lord Kelvin says: " Now we irrefragable dynamics proving that the whole life of our HU as a luminary is a very moderate number of million years, pro! ably less than 50 million, possibly between 50 and 100 " (/*/*»• Mag., vol ii., Sixth Ser., p. 175, Aug., 1901). In my Iittetn Life (Chapter X) I have myself given reasons for thinking t Iia both the stratigraphical and biological changes may have f^on on more quickly than has been supposed, and that geologic* time (meaning thereby the time during which the developrmmHpcck'8 and often of distinct genera and families. Andthe                                      ,
